U2             The  Romantic
What we. call paganism is the coloured introduc-
tion of a next world into the world in which we are
living. The old religions mixed their deities with
their mortals. Jupiter turned himself into a bull.
As a God he was entitled to some transposed
fecundity.
The Gods have ripened the earth. They have
given corn to the fields, women to men, children to
men and women. And of their exuberant bounty
they have added trees and flowers, the beauty we
forget and, taking it for granted, destroy. Surely the
sin against the Holy Ghost consists in taking any-
thing for granted, be it a star or a * Thank you".
The commonplace is created by our oxvn dulled
vision. With eyes open or eyes shut we can receive
the revelation, the revelation which, with eyes
half closed, filmed with habit, we can never
know.
"Every day/' Lisa said to Cuthbert, "I am more
conscious of ingratitude, which, after all, is some-
thing."
"What an odd thing for you to say. I have always
regarded you as a little exaggerated in your grati-
tude."
The implicit and the explicit, how difficult,
thought Lisa, to mix them. I am as withdrawn from
Cuthbert as he is from me, only I do try to tell him
things.